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The British Association of Perinatal Medicine (BAPM) framework on the Management of Bilious Vomiting 
was published in February 2024. The BAPM website states ‘Bilious vomiting is a common symptom in the 
newborn and can indicate pathology.  In particular, there are concerns that there could be malrotation / 
volvulus which can present with no other symptoms. A surgical diagnosis occurs in about 25% of term babies 
with bilious vomiting but only about 8% have malrotation. Many babies are transferred for urgent contrast 
studies to exclude the possibility of malrotation. This framework aims to set some minimum (and optimal) 
standards for radiological support for neonatal units and define a framework for the management of babies 

with bile-stained vomiting.’ 
 
Framework: Management of Bilious Vomiting | British Association of Perinatal Medicine (bapm.org) 
 
The NWNODN Surgical SIG have reviewed the guidance and acknowledge that thresholds for referral for 
review are currently lower across the North-West region, with earlier escalation recommended.  
 
Therefore, it is advised when a baby has bile-stained aspirates or bilious vomiting, as described in the 
guidance, the NWNODN Feeding Guideline and NWNODN Post-Natal Surgical Pathway are referred to and 
followed, to support any decision making. 
 
Both guidelines can be accessed via the NWNODN website. 

https://www.bapm.org/resources/management-of-bilious-vomiting-in-the-newborn-period#:~:text=Bilious%20vomiting%20is%20a%20common%20symptom%20in%20the,bilious%20vomiting%20but%20only%20about%208%25%20have%20malrotation.

