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Burnley Coffee
Morning - Join Us!

It was lovely to see familiar and new faces
at the Burnley Coffee Morning on the

neonatal unit. These informal sessions

\\///{\}\A’/«/W\ ’ run on the first Monday of every month—

if you're nearby and fancy a brew and a
chat, I'd love for you to join me!

HELLO!

Dear Neonatal Families, Leighton COffee
Spring is in the air, and so is Morning - You're

an incredible amount of .
energy across the network! Invited
March has been a month full
of rich conversations,
meaningful connections, and
continued progress in putting
families at the heart of
neonatal care. Thank you to
everyone who has shared
their time, experiences, and
voices to help drive positive
change.

The Leighton Coffee Morning takes place
on the first Friday of every month on the
neonatal unit. It's a relaxed chance to
connect, share, and support one another.




Delivering
Maternity and
Neonatal
Equality

This month, | attended a
powerful summit focused on
tackling maternity inequalities in
Greater Manchester. Organised
by the Caribbean & African
Health Network and The
University of Manchester, the
event brought together families,
professionals, academics, and
policymakers to explore how we
can work together to create
more equitable and inclusive
maternity and neonatal care.
We discussed the stark
disparities that continue to
affect outcomes—for example,
significantly higher maternal
mortality rates for Black and
Asian women, and the impact of
perinatal mental illness, which
affects 1 in 4 births. The summit
was a call to action: to listen,
learn, and build partnerships
that drive real change for
families who are often unheard
or underserved.

It was inspiring to be part of a
conversation that centred
community voices and laid the
groundwork for meaningful
collaboration going forward.

Liverpool MNVP
Quarterly Meeting

Great conversations took place at the
Liverpool MNVP Q4 meeting, with updates
on service developments, family feedback,
and a shared commitment to improving
maternity and neonatal experiences.
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Specialist Perinatal
Mental Health -
Lancashire

| met with the Lancashire Specialist
Perinatal Mental Health Team to hear how
they're supporting parents’ emotional
wellbeing. Their compassionate, tailored
approach is making a real difference.
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https://www.bapm.org/pages/contributing-to-bapm-s-work
https://www.bapm.org/pages/contributing-to-bapm-s-work
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Macclesfield
Hospital - FiCare
Accreditation

Congratulations to the team at
Macclesfield Hospital for achieving
green status in their FiCare
accreditation! A huge thank you to
PAG member Kate Harrigan and
Macclesfield MNVP Lead Jenny Neill
for joining the assessment and
helping shape the process.

Furness General
Hospital - FiCare
Accreditation

Another huge well done to Furness
General Hospital, who have also
achieved green FiCare
accreditation! Your team'’s
dedication to empowering families
truly stood out.

Prem Aware
Award - Regional
Authority
Support

Prem Aware Award - Regional
Authority Support

We're thrilled to have the support of
both Liverpool City Region Combined
Authority and Greater Manchester
Combined Authority in implementing
The Smallest Things Prem Aware
Award. This award recognises
nurseries and schools that support the
unique needs of children born
prematurely.

https://www.thesmallestthings.org/pre
m-aware-award
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A Massive
Thank You!

To Rebecca Austin Brown,
Rebecca Tate, Petra Skodova
and Rebecca Browning—thank
you for joining the Neonatal
Study Day at Lancaster
Hospital and sharing your
experiences with staff. Your
voices brought so much value
to the day.

Dads Matter -
Blackburn with
Darwen

| met with Sam Barrett
from Dads Matter, who
shared the brilliant work
being done to support
fathers through their
perinatal journey. We
discussed ways to
strengthen emotional
support for dads during
and after neonatal
experiences.
https://dadmatters.org.uk

BAPM NEWTT2 Meeting

We attended the British Association of
Perinatal Medicine (BAPM) NEWTT2 meeting
to discuss the updated Newborn Early
Warning Trigger and Track tool. This
national tool helps identify early signs of
deterioration in newborns, and updates aim
to ensure it remains parent-friendly and
evidence-based.

Lagan’s Foundation

It was a pleasure to connect with Verity
Gardner from Lagan’s Foundation, who
support families of children with complex
health needs, including heart and feeding
issues. We're looking at how we can link this
with neonatal support pathways.
https://lagans.org.uk/
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SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS

PAG members can get involved in the development work undertaken by the
NWNODN. Currently, there are parent representatives who are members
of:

Infant Feeding Group: The Infant Feeding SIG is a collaborative group
dedicated to improving infant feeding practices across the North West
Neonatal Network. Together, healthcare professionals and families are
working to increase the number of babies receiving their mother’s milk
while supporting mothers who wish to breastfeed or express as well as
discussing broader feeding practices. If this is something you would like to
be involved in, please contact Samantha.Parry@alderhey.nhs.uk

Palliative Care Group: This group operates collaboratively to provide
influence and leadership in the development and delivery of high-quality
neonatal palliative and end-of-life care across the NWNODN region. For
more information, please contact either sarah.fullwood@alderhey.nhs.uk

ROP (Retinopathy of Prematurity) Task and Finish Group: A new task
and finish group is being formed to develop services with the help of
parents' experiences. Meetings wi(lThe Pelal) bi-monthly. If you would like to
share your experiences and get involved, please contact
claire.arnold@alderhey.nhs.uk

Repatriation: The North West Neonatal Operational Delivery Network
(NWNODN) works tirelessly to ensure the highest standards of care for
over 8,000 babies admitted annually across 22 neonatal units. These units
include two neonatal surgical centres and two cardiac centres, all
supported by the dedicated 24/7 neonatal transport team, Connect NW.
Our mission is to ensure effective clinical flows, facilitate system-wide
collaboration, improve multi-professional engagement, and maintain
consistent guidance and service standards. This holistic approach is pivotal
in achieving better outcomes, increased productivity, and robust
governance within neonatal services. We are looking for parents to be part
of a repatriation working group aimed at improving the repatriation
process across the NW Network. If you are interested and would like to
contribute to this important initiative, please contact
samantha.parry@alderhey.nhs.uk
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Upcoming

Events

\
UPCOMING EVENTS

Coming Up in April

e Gypsy Roma and Traveller Infant Feeding Resource Launch

* Neuroprotective Trauma-Informed FiCare Workshop with Care
Coordinators & AHPs

e Baywide MNVP Quarterly Meeting

* Neonatal Study Day at Lancaster Hospital

e National Maternity Transformation Quarterly Regional SUV Network
Meeting

* Lancashire and South Cumbria Perinatal Mental Health Collaborative
Meeting

¢ Greater Manchester MNVP Conference

e National PEL Meeting

o 4th May - Family Listening Event with Free Swim Session!
? Seashell Trust at the Royal School Manchester
#: Free swim lesson for neonatal families

" For families with a neonatal baby under the age of 2

) Places are limited - booking essential!
We're inviting families to a relaxed, friendly listening event where you can share
your neonatal experiences in a supportive space—plus, enjoy a free baby swim
session in a beautiful, accessible setting.
Please share with other families and contacts—this is not to be missed!
To reserve your place or find out more, get in touch via a =,
victoria.walsh@alderhey.nhs.uk. -

Seashell -.aa.
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Thank You for Being Part of This Journey : “‘
very conversation, every shared story, and every bit of feedback helps 3
us improve care across the network. If you'd like to get involved or i.;q

attend any events, I'd love to hear from you.
Warmest wishes,
Victoria Walsh

Parent Engagement Lead
North West Neonatal Operational Delivery Network

Have you and your BT,
family been cared for

tea by the team at Special

v | | Care Baby Unit Barrow?

Please search for our Facebook page

K3 special care Baby unit - FGH

And look for updates when we are holding
our monthly Tea & Tots' sessions.

South Lakes Birth Centre
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Fumess General Hospital

Barrow in Furness Thisis a closed group for families in our local area.

Gyl We would love it '|fw_,;9u could come c:lo_ng to our group, meet
other families and catch up with the team.

LAT4 4LF
And what better way than having a hot cup of tea and a

biscuit whilst we catch up 3



