
In-Utero Transfer Information 
Lancashire & South Cumbria  

Most parents choose the hospital where they would like to have their baby, this is often the closest 
hospital to their home. However, if your baby is less than 27 weeks (28 weeks for multiples) or 
weighing <800g, they will initially need intensive care so it is better for them to be born at a hospital 
with a specialist Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU). 
 
If you are currently at a hospital without a NICU it is safer for your baby to transfer before birth. This 
is called an in-utero transfer and means that mothers are transferred prior to their baby’s birth. In 
rare cases this can sometimes be outside of the local area. If your baby is born before the oppor-
tunity to transfer to a NICU, please be assured all neonatal units can provide short term intensive 
care, and your baby will be transferred as soon as possible by a specialist transport team. 

We understand that moving to a hospital you don’t know may be overwhelming, but it is much safer 
for your baby. If there is time before your baby is born you may be offered a tour of the neonatal 
intensive care unit, which some parents find helpful. All neonatal units in the North West have virtu-
al tours which can be accessed via the North West Neonatal Network website. 

It is important to observe for signs of preterm labour, as there are a series of interventions, we can 
give you, to help optimise your baby’s health, and reduce some of the health risks that preterm ba-
bies may face.  

When discharged you can continue your routine care in your own hospital as planned. However, it 
is important, while your baby is less than 27 weeks (28 in multiple pregnancy) or <800grams, if you 
have any signs of labour, onset of pain, bleeding, or believe you may have broken your waters, 
please contact telephone triage in a timely manner as we may advise you to attend a Mater-
nity unit with a NICU to ensure your baby is born in the safest place, if it is safe for you to  
travel there.  

 
 

Call the Maternity Triage if you experience any of the following. 

 
    Contractions or abdominal pain           Leaking of fluid                    Spotting or bleeding. 

Resources 

Tommys’- What is premature birth? | Tommy's (tommys.org)  

NWNODN Website: North West Neonatal Operational Delivery Network 

https://www.tommys.org/pregnancy-information/premature-birth/what-premature-birth
https://www.neonatalnetwork.co.uk/nwnodn/


Levels of Neonatal Care 

 

Not every Neonatal unit provides the same designation of care. There are 3 types of units: 

Special Care Unit (SCU, Level 1)  

This level of unit is for babies born from 32 weeks gestation who only require low dependency care, in-
cluding minimal breathing support, help with feeding, treatment for jaundice etc.  

Local Neonatal Unit (LNU, LEVEL 2)  

This level of unit is for babies born after 27 weeks (or 28 weeks if a multiple pregnancy) and weigh over 
800g, who require high dependency or special care. They providing short term support via a ventilator 
and longer term non ventilator breathing support and/or higher level of feeding and nutrition support, 
as well as low dependency care. 

Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU, LEVEL 3)  

This level of unit is the tertiary unit for babies born before 27 weeks gestation (or 28 weeks if a multiple 
pregnancy)  or weighing less than 800g. It also provides care for babies requiring intensive care, includ-
ing longer term ventilation, cooling and certain drugs as well as high dependency and special care for 
families who live locally to the NICU. 

Any babies requiring surgical care or specialist investigations may be transferred to Alder Hey, Liverpool 
or St.Mary’s Hospital, Manchester. Neonatal pathways are in place to support birth and postnatal care. 

In Lancashire & South Cumbria there are 
5 maternity units with Neonatal units 
attached: 

Lancashire Women & Newborn Centre (Burnley) 

- Level 3 NICU 

Royal Preston Hospital - Level 3 NICU 

Blackpool Victoria Hospital - Level 2 LNU 

Royal Lancaster Infirmary - Level 2 LNU 

South Lakes Birth Centre (Furness) - Level 1 SCU 

Maternity Triage numbers for Greater Manchester 

 

Maternity units with a Level 3 NICU  

 

 

Other maternity units with Neonatal Units

 

 

Lancashire Women and Newborn Centre (Burnley) 01282 804213  
Royal Preston Hospital 01772 524495  

Blackpool Teaching Hospitals 01253 956820 (Option 5) 
Royal Lancaster Infirmary 01524 583863  
Furness General Hospital 01229 403988  


