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                                                    The Role of the Coroner  

The Coroner may be involved where death was sudden or unexpected and if the cause of death is 

unknown. The role of the Coroner is to determine who the deceased was, where and when they 

died, and how they died. In order to complete the investigation a post-mortem may be required, and 

the coroner may decide to hold an inquest to gather information from several sources in order to 

make a decision.  

In Greater Manchester, from 2008 all Children’s  deaths (18 and under) are reported to the Coroner. 

For Cheshire and Merseyside and Lancs and South Cumbria please check local guidance. 

Following planned palliative and end of life care death, in the case of compassionate extubation, the 

endotracheal tube is removed. In such cases, it should be clearly documented by a senior 

experienced clinician, that the endotracheal tube was in a satisfactory position and that there was 

good air entry noted prior to extubation. 

 If the death is sudden or unexpected, all indwelling lines and endotracheal tubes should be left in 

place until after discussion with the coroner or their officer. Lines can be trimmed to the skin surface 

if this is causing the family distress. 

A death certificate will not be issued until after the inquest, but the Coroner will issue a release for 

burial (rarely cremation) in order for the funeral arrangements to continue. The death may be 

registered only after the inquest or the death certificate has been issued. 

 It is important to note that the birth MUST still be registered within 42 days. 

The post-mortem report remains the property of the coroner, but a copy may be obtained by writing 

to the Coroner and seeking permission to share this with the family, as part of the bereavement 

follow up, and prior to the inquest, which may not take place for many months. The post-mortem 

report may not be shared with anyone else without the permission of the Coroner. 

For further information please see’ Coroner investigations a short guide’ or ‘The guide to Coroners 

Service’ available at www.gov.uk. 

http://www.gov.uk/

