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Certification and Registering of Death 

 

If a baby is born with signs of life before 24 weeks, is stillborn at or after 24 weeks, or is born 

alive and subsequently dies, the parents must register the stillbirth or birth and death. They 

should be given verbal and written information about how and where to do this, together 

with information about arranging a funeral. A doctor who has seen the baby within the past 

14 days and is certain about the cause of death can sign the death certificate. Death 

certificates are usually signed by the Consultant but a Registrar may complete following 

discussion with the Consultant.  In the case of a Coroner’s Post Mortem, medical staff 

cannot issue a medical certificate of death, it will need to come from the coroner. The 

Coroner‘s Office will contact the family directly to inform them of the process that will take 

place. i.e. with regards to the baby’s registration of death and the need for an inquest if a 

cause of death cannot be found at post mortem. 

 

 In order to facilitate rapid transfer to home or to a hospice it is essential that, prior to 

discharge a named Consultant is identified who is willing to issue the medical certificate 

indicating the cause of death, in case the infant dies before they have been seen at a 

discharge destination. The Consultant’s name and contact details must be documented 

in the care plan and the medical transfer letter and the Coroner’s Office informed if 

necessary in your region. 

 Prior to discharge, the General Practitioner (GP) covering the discharge destination 

should be contacted and asked to review the infant following transfer in order to 

facilitate optimum care of the infant and their family and to take over the responsibility 

of issuing the medical certificate of cause of death when required. 

 Medical certification of the cause of death can only be completed by a doctor who has 

looked after the infant during their last illness. This is usually interpreted as a Doctor 

who has seen the infant within the last two weeks of life.  

 The Doctor who completes the medical certificate for the cause of death does not have 

to see the infant after death if the death has been verified by another professional who 

has received appropriate training. 

 If there is no Doctor available to do the death certificate then the Coroner must be 

informed. He may authorise the issue of the death certificate or initiate further 

investigations. 

 It is the responsibility of the team caring for the infant at home or in the hospice to 

notify this named Consultant as soon as possible after the infant’s death.  

 

Actions Required for Cremation 

 

 If cremation is required the necessary documentation must be completed by two 

independent Doctors. 

 The Doctor completing the first part of the cremation form must have attended the 

infant before death. 
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 The Doctor completing the second part of the cremation form must have been registered 

with the General Medical Council for at least five years. 

 Both Doctors completing the cremation form must have seen the infant after death and 

seen the Doctor who issued the medical certificate of cause of death if they did not issue 

it themselves. 

 The Doctor who completes part 2 of the cremation form must ‘see’ and question the 

doctor who has completed part 1. It is essential that prior to discharge a Consultant is 

identified from the hospital who is willing to sign the first part of the cremation form if 

required. The name and contact details of this Consultant must be entered on the care 

plan and medical transfer letter. 

 

Post Mortem  

Discussions about post mortem examination can begin prior to a baby’s death if felt 

appropriate. A senior member of staff should sensitively discuss post mortem examination 

so that maximum information can be obtained. This may confirm the diagnosis and provide 

information, which may help the parents to come to terms with their loss. Information 

gained may also be important when the parents think about another pregnancy.  

 

If the family, or Consultant in partnership with the family, have identified the need or 

request a post mortem following the infant’s death, this will normally be a hospital post 

mortem and the Coroner doesn’t usually need to be informed. 

If there is any concern expressed around the cause of death from either medical staff or the 

infant’s family, the Coroner must be informed as soon as possible in order to identify the 

type of post mortem and any specific requirements. 

 

SANDS information documents and consent forms should be used to record the attainment 

of consent. The Lead Consultant will arrange to meet parents once the post mortem results 

are available, normally 6 – 10 weeks. 

 

Tissue and Organ Donation 

This can be considered for term or near term babies. Kidneys and Heart valves can be 

considered. There are no set criteria for the acceptance of organs, it is judged on an 

individual basis in terms of the baby’s condition and the potential recipient of the organ. 

These decisions are made by the transplant surgeon.  For potential referral contact the 

Specialist Nurses for Organ Donation / Donor Transplant Co-ordinators for the North West 

Organ Donation Services Team.  They run a 24-hour on call service and are happy to advise 

at any time.  If deemed appropriate they will come and discuss options with families, take 

consent and arrange organ retrieval. It is best to speak to North West Organ Donation 

Services Team prior to offering organ donation options to parents 

Group Pager (For Referrals): 07659 184 748  
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Follow-Up and Bereavement Care 

Families should be referred to the hospitals local bereavement services for support and 

information 

Staff should ensure the mother’s GP and the local primary care team/hospice service are 

informed about the baby’s death so that they can offer on-going care and support.   

Staff should check they have contact details of the relevant charities that offer care and 

support to bereaved parents such as SANDS, BLISS and the Child Bereavement Trust 

All parents should be given the SANDS bereavement pack in its entirety with advice that 

there is a lot of information within it but they can ‘dip in and out’ of it as they require  

Parents should be offered a follow up appointment with the Consultant to have the chance 

to discuss their baby. The timing of this may vary depending upon the availability of 

outstanding investigations including the post mortem, or the parent’s needs and wishes 

 

Funerals 

Local bereavement support teams should be able to signpost families to agencies to help 

with funeral arrangements 

Parents should be offered the SANDS booklet Deciding about a funeral for your baby is 

clearly explains the steps that need to be taken and choices that can be made if parents 

decide to have a funeral for their baby. It is now available to download here and will be 

available from our online shop soon. 

To facilitate transfer of a baby to another country after death 

If the parents wish their baby to be buried in their country of origin, they will need to inform 

the Registrar of this when they register the baby or child’s death  

Instead of the usual certificate of disposal, the Registrar will make a copy of the death 

certificate for the family to give to the funeral director. The funeral director will then apply 

to the Coroner for an out of England order, which takes one to two days. (If a post mortem 

suggests death was not by natural causes, an out of England order will not be issued until 

the legal process is complete).  

The funeral director will also arrange all the travel and transport and supply the relevant 

airline with the following:  

 • A freedom from infection certificate (which he will obtain from the doctor who 

signed the death certificate) 

 • A zinc lined coffin which must be hermetically sealed (it can be opened once the 

destination is reached) 

 • A certificate to prove the body has been embalmed  

 • A consular seal from the relevant embassy (only required for some countries)  
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Useful contacts  

Winston’s Wish  

Helps bereaved children and young people after a family death. Offer practical support and 

guidance to families, professionals and anyone concerned about a grieving child. Information 

about publications and resources including memory boxes and activity sheets. Clara Burgess 

Centre, Bayshill Road, Cheltenham GL50 3AW General enquiries: 01242 515157 Family Line: 

08452 03 04 05 Email: info@winstonswish.org.uk. Website: www.winstonswish.org.uk  

  

Cruse Bereavement Care  

Provide the opportunity to talk, in confidence, with a trained volunteer. Offer support groups 

and practical information. Cruse House, 126 Sheen Road, Richmond, Surrey, TW9 1UR Tel: 020 

89399530 Helpline: 0870 167 1677 Website: www.crusebereavementcare.org.uk . Email: 

helpline@cruse.org.uk  

  

The Road for You 

Young person’s website ‘The road for you’. The website is specifically designed to support 

young people after the death of someone close to them. Website: www.rd4U.org.uk Young 

person’s Helpline: 0808 808 1677 (free phone)  

 

The Child Bereavement Trust  

Support, information and training to all those affected both when a child dies, and when a   

child is bereaved of someone important in their lives. Aston House, West Wycombe, High 

Wycombe HP14 3AG Tel: 0149 4446648 Support Service line 0845 357 1000 Email: 

enquires@childbereavement.org.uk  Website: www.childbereavement.org.uk        

  

The Compassionate Friends  

Organisation of bereaved parents and their families offering understanding, support and 

encouragement to others. 53 North Street, Bristol BS3 1EN National Office 0845 1232304 

Email: info@tcf.org.uk Website: www.tcf.org.uk  

  

Support for Siblings  

National Bereavement Partnership  

Office No 6, 2 Bear Street, Barnstable North Devon, EX32 7DB Helpline 0845 226 7227 

Website: www.natbp.org.uk  

  

Samaritans  

Confidential non-judgmental emotional support, 24 hours a day. 147 Borough Road, 

Middlesbrough, TS1 3AT Usually open to receive callers: 8am – 10pm every day Branches in 

Ashington, Darlington, Durham, Newcastle, Sunderland Helpline: 08457 90 90 90 Email: 

jo@samaritans.org Website: www.samaritans.org  
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SANDS: Stillbirth and neonatal death society  

Support for bereaved parents and their families when their baby dies at or soon after birth. 

Local self-help groups run by and for bereaved parents. 28 Portland Place, London W1B 1LY 

Helpline 020 7436 5881 (weekdays 10-3) Website: www.uk-sands.org  

  

Bereaved Parents’ Network, part of Care for the Family  

Trained befrienders who have all experienced the death of a child. Also on-line resources.  

Website: www.careforthefamily.org.uk Befriender’s helpline: 029 2081 0800 Email: 

bpn@cff.org.uk  

 

Resources for Parents and Families  

 

The Bereaved Parents’ Survival Guide, Juliet Rothman 1997 ISBN 0-8264-1013-8  

A wise and compassionate guide. Deals with some of the most painful decisions. Discusses 

memorials and remembrances, and the roles of religion and spirituality in the life of bereaved 

parents.  

  

Resources for younger children  

Muddles, Puddles and Sunshine: Your activity book when someone has died, Diana Crossley 

2000 ISBN 1-86989058-2  

An activity book offering invaluable practical and sensitive support for younger children. Finds 

a balance between remembering the person who has died and having fun.  

Help me to say goodbye, Janis Sliverman 1999 ISBN: 9781577490852 An art therapy book 
that encourages children to express their feelings in words or pictures.  

Sad isn’t bad, a good-grief guidebook for kids dealing with loss, Mundy 1998 ISBN: 

0870293214 Offers children a comforting, realistic look at loss – loaded with positive, life-
affirming helps for coping with loss as a child. 

I miss you: a first look at death, Thomas 2001 ISBN: 0764117645 Feelings and questions are 
looked at in a simple but realistic way. Helps them to understand their loss and to come to 
terms with their feelings.  

Badger’s parting gifts, Susan Varley 2002 ISBN 978-0-00-664317-3 When old Badger dies, his 
friends think they will be sad forever. But gradually they are able to remember Badger with 
joy and to treasure the gifts he left behind for each friend.  

Resources for older children  

Out of the Blue. Making memories last when someone has died, Stokes & Oxley 2006 ISBN 1-

903458-71-4 This activity book helps teenagers remember the person who has died and helps 

them express their thoughts and feelings. Shows that remembering is important and can be 

fun too.  
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What on earth do you do when someone dies? Romain 1999 ISBN 1575420554  

Suitable for children Year 4-8. Answers questions children might wonder about in simple 

honest words. Describes strong, confusing feelings children may have and ways to feel better. 

Says it’s okay to cry, talk about death, grieve...and go on with life.  

 

Grief in Children: A handbook for adults Dyregrov, 2008 ISBN 1843106124  

Explains children’s understanding of death at different ages and gives a detailed outline of 

exactly how the adults around them can best help them cope. Deals with a range of common 

physical and psychological responses and describes the methods approaching grief in children 

that have been shown to work best.  

 

Helping Children Cope with Grief- Facing A Death in the Family, Wells, Rosemary 1988 ISBN 

085969559 Nothing can take away the pain and loss for a child who has lost someone close 

to them, but there is a great deal a caring adult can do to avoid the long-term distress which 

can be caused by hidden fears and anxieties.  

 

Straight talk about death for teenagers: How to cope with losing someone you love,  

Earl A. Grollman 1993 ISBN 0807025011 The grieving teen: a guide for teenagers and their 

friends, Helen Fitzgerald 2000 ISBN 0684868040  

 


